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By Jamie Howarth 

 

As a Year 7 student, my 1st year at Stockport Academy has gone phenomenally, I have started so well and 
can’t wait for next year. Here is a recap of what has been a year to remember. 

 

My first term seemed like it was going to be quite tricky at first. After all, I knew no one, I was fairly 
nervous and was quiet at the start. However, I quickly came out of my shell and now I am very happy.  

By the end of the first half term I was confident and I felt very happy. I even knew people on the way to 
school! I proceeded to get more friends and school became an even better place to spend time at. 

When it came around to Christmas, everything was really good. I was really confident, I enjoyed lessons 
and I was popular and liked around school, and then I joined our student newsletter, SPArk! I could 
express myself through my use of great language and description throughout my early career into 
journalism. 

From then on it just got better and better. In the run up to Easter I got 2 Outstanding Effort awards - the 
best you can get. I started revising for our end of year tests and I just grew more and more confident. 

The final term was exceptional, I went to prize giving, I was invited to attend the rewards activities day, 
and I’m recognised as a good, hard working student. Going to Stockport Academy was a great decision 
and I will hope to succeed as this great school continues to get better and better. I can’t wait to come 
back in September and start Year 8! 
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By Bethany Flynn 

During the past term, every year group in Stockport Academy 
has participated in their end of year exams. The scores from these 
exams will play a big part in what groups/sets they will be in next year 
so the stakes are set high! But it's not all worry and panic - teachers and 
staff have all hands-on deck to ensure that all students are happy and 
pleased the moment they walk into the exam hall. See more about 
the techniques we use for revision in Viki’s article on page 6 if you want 
to find out more.  

I asked Year 8 student Holly what she made of her exams.  
  
What was your favorite exam and why? 
I would have to say that I would be the English exam, because on so many questions you have a lot of 
space to express yourself freely.  
  
What was the easiest exam that you did and why? 
The English one again, because on certain parts you get to explore all the different answers you can give.  
  
Finally, what was the exam you found to be the hardest and why? 
It would have to be the Maths exam, there are lots of different techniques to apply throughout the paper. 
 

Exam Excitement 

DID YOU KNOW? 

E-Zine Enrichment takes place every Friday in L01. 

Come and join us if you would like to help produce the next SPArk! 

Performing At Prizegiving By Violet Ashby 

On the 5th of July, Stockport Academy held its annual Prizegiving ceremony at Stockport Plaza. Around 300 
students attended and received their awards, including those who had achieved in the Junior Maths 
Challenge, BBC School Report, Girls Active, Attendance, Merits, the Governor’s Award and the Principal’s 
Award.  

Ben Cooley from the Hope For Justice charity presented the students with their awards and gave them a 
hand shake. Later on, he gave a speech that told us about his story and made us aware of modern day 
slavery. Many people stated that he gave the best speech out of all of the Prizegiving events over the 
years.   

As usual, the choir sang several songs 
to the whole plaza. Well done guys! 
The set list consisted of: California 
Dreaming, Africa and Some Nights.  

All in all, the night went incredibly well 
and I hope to do enough to be invited 
again this time next year! 
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By Roxane Mole 

The Manchester Bee will always be in our heart because 
of what happened at Manchester Arena only one year 
ago. This year, all the students in the school wanted to 
do something to remember the people who had died 
because of it. 

On 22nd May, we were sat down onto a white line in the 
shape of a bee in the playground and given black and 
yellow balloons to hold. Students from lots of different 
groups contributed to the ceremony, including the choir 
and dance group, who put on some wonderful 
performances with the rest of the school watching on. 

A few days before this event, each student wrote a message of support for anyone affected by the attack 
onto a yellow piece of paper that was shaped like a bee. These were all dropped from the roof of our 
school during the ceremony with a beautiful effect. 

After that a parent of a student, who was a medic and attended the arena on the night with her daughter, 
told us what happened that night for her. 

Finally, one of the Year 7s sang Over The Rainbow. Her 
voice was great, and was the perfect was to end a really 
moving morning for us all. 

Ms Stirling was responsible for planning the event, and 
here’s what she had to say: 

How hard was it to plan everything? 

Not too hard, it was more about making it right for the 
students. 

What was the best part? 

Everyone coming together as a school and standing strong, 
and you could feel the love and respect. 

Is there anything you would like to say to everyone who 
was part of the ceremony? 

Well done everybody - let's stay strong and keep 
remembering what happened that one day. 

Creating A Buzz 

LIKE WHAT YOU’RE READING? 

Our Student Newsletter team also contributes to articles on the news pages of our school website. 

Click here to read more! 

https://www.stockport-academy.org/News/Stockport-Academy-News
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Proud to Celebrate Pride 
By Natalia Kraszkiewicz 

June is a very important time to the 
LGBTQ+ Community because  it is a month 
celebrating diversity in sexuality and gender. 
It is Anti-Homphobia Month and it’s a month 
to be proud of who you are to celebrate 
being different. 

  
In assemblies, we heard about all different 
types of sexualities, and how everyone 
should be open and accepting without 
discrimination. We celebrated this in a 
variety of ways, and the most impressive 
perhaps was the Rainbow Rumble, when 
students took part in a colour festival using 
powder paint to represent the Pride 
Rainbow. 

By Emily Rogers 

Having An Ice Time 

During the first week back at school in June there was a treat for everyone who had achieved a high 
attendance at school. An ice cream van for students and staff to buy ice creams at lunch. The van was 
outside by the refectory doors. There was a variety of ice creams to choose from and the prices were 
ranged from £1 - £2.30. The queue for the ice cream was very long but it went down so everyone who 
wanted one got an ice cream. There was a prize draw for people who had 96% or more, and if you 
were drawn out you got to skip the queue and get a free ice cream. 

A few weeks later, it was really hot weather so the ice cream van was out again. There was also a 
home clothes day for England’s last game in 
its group for the world cup. I thought this 
was a really good idea to reward the people 
with good attendance with a free ice cream.  

There were also free ice pops for the first 
100 students through the door. It was a nice, 
sweet treat for the students in the morning. 

Mr Farquhar said that he and Ms Appleby 
arranged this to encourage students to 
attend school so they don’t stay off because 
of the weather. He also told me that he was 
planning to do something similar again, so 
that’s something to look forward to. 
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Top Tips For Your First Year At High School 
By Louise Garside 

Meeting A Lord 

In September, a new group of Year 7 students will be starting here at Stockport Academy. By this time, I 

will be a Year 8 and I thought it might be useful for them to read by Top Tips for getting the most out of 

your first year here! 

Make New Friends 

Make new friends by sitting next to people who 

didn’t go to your school. Try to speak to them 

and see if they will be your friend. Everyone is 

the same and wants to make new friends so 

don’t be scared!  

Be Organised 

Be organised by getting all of your stuff ready for 

yourself at home and get all of your equipment 

all ready for school. This way you won’t get into trouble and you will ready to learn. 

Help Out 

Help out by helping teachers and ask if they need you to do anything for them. You can help other 

students out as well - this can help you make friends and also means others will be happy to help you 

too.  

Respect Others 

Be polite to teachers and listen to what they have to say - they are all trying to help you achieve the 

best that you can do! 

By Abigail Yan 

On the 8th of June, Lord Goddard came to speak to the Student Council. Overall the meeting was brilliant 
and we learned lots of important information. 

Our guest had told us the rules of the House of Lords and also explained how he himself became a Lord. 

Lord Goddard had first started off as a gas engineer 
and later became a leader of Stockport Council. One 
night on the way home Lord Goddard had an 
incoming call - David Cameron was getting in contact 
with him! Mr Cameron was calling to offer his a 
Lordship! We later found out that Lord Goddard had 
worked with Ann Coffey, who has also visited us to 
explain her role as MP for Stockport. 

The meeting with Lord Goddard was generally 
splendid -  we have been taught a lot of interesting 
facts and tips for working in politics and business in 
future life.  
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Revise Like A Pro! 
By Viki Malabuyoc 

 

At the time that you have read this, you will have finished 
your end of year exams.  But you should know ways to 
revise for assessments and tests for when it happens 
each year, so I have gathered some helpful revision tips 
that have helped me with my tests and have helped me 
raise my grades!  

  
My first tip is to find out how you learn, or your learner 
type. For example, some people can learn best by 
hearing information (Auditory Learner), and some by 
visually seeing information (Visual Learner), like diagrams 
or mind maps or even learning by partnering the 
information with a physical action (Kinesthetic Learners). 
You can simply take a test found through a google search 
to determine which one you are. There are also articles online to show you which revision techniques to 
use, but I'll list the basic ones here.  
  
Kinesthetic – Attach information to actions, for example, one action for each reactant and each product.  
Auditory – Record yourself saying your notes and play them back while doing everyday things.  
Visual – Make mind maps and diagrams with different colours to help you remember information.  
Reading/Writing - Fairly obvious, but write your material down or copy from a textbook.  
Verbal – revise with a partner, so you can hear and discuss.  
   

Remember what not to do (generally)!  
  
 DON’T Keep your phone on. Switch your phone off! It is so distracting – one glimpse could turn into 

an hour of scrolling. So NEVER keep your phone nearby when revising or studying. You're better of 
using a laptop for research.  

 DON’T Study for long periods of time or right before a test. Your brain prefers to take in 
knowledge over time, so don’t start hurling information at it all at once! Try to revise a week or two 
ahead of the test if possible. It also helps if you can get your marking scheme and question 
types and model answers.  

 DON’T Pull an all nighter. Never, NEVER, compromise sleep to revise! I guarantee you, your brain 
will implode. If anything, wake up an hour early to review your notes.  

 DON’T Be afraid to ask when confused. If you can't understand something, ask a teacher or a 
friend to explain further! It's one less thing to learn before exams. Never hesitate to put up your 
hand!  

 
Good luck, and work hard!!   
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Stockport Academy’s Got Talent! By Lucas May 

At the end of term our Performing Arts Department staged the Stockport Academy Talent Show, which 
was a great success! 

The Talent Show is an opportunity to showcase whatever kind of talent you have. There is an amazing 
range of talent at this school, and when the talent show arrived we didn’t disappoint.  

Singing, dancing and drumming was on display, as well as lots of other acts. I auditioned for the talent 
show as part of a Rock Band and seeing everyone line up and wait their turn was intense. We eventually 
performed and it went really well. We found out the next day that we got through to the final.  

The final took place on July 4th, which came very quickly. The audience took their seats and the show 
started. There were comedians, singers and dancers. 

Everyone performed and all the acts did very well but the champions were Lucy and Harrison, who 

waltzed away as winners (the judges said they were destined for strictly come dancing when they are 

older). They got £50 to share as a reward for winning. Parents and students attended and there were 

prizes for the runners up as well. Rock Band even proudly picked up a prize awarded by members of the 

audience. It was great for everyone’s confidence and fantastic to be a part of. 


